Women’s lives, regardless of ethnic heritage, are severely complicated in a patriarchal society. As women try to cope with multiple images of self, induced by society, directly or indirectly, women find their overall concept of self to be conflicted. In Latin American society in particular, the identities found are very stratified. As women are told to aspire to the notion of the Virgin of Guadalupe, yet at the same time fit the standard of “Latin lovers,” they are pulled in multiple directions to fulfill all these gender roles. 
In her poem “In a Lighter Vein,”  Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz skillfully remarks, “After you’ve won by urgent please \ the right to tarnish her good name, \ you still expect her to behave— \ you, that coaxed her into shame” on the conflicting goals set by the patriarchal society of Latin America for women. With such a defined sense of manhood, present in “machismo,” in which men vie for a primitive sense of dominance, an oppressive counterattack on women appears logical. Pushing this chauvinistic agenda is a tenet of “machismo” as it keeps the status quo and reinforces the dominant/submissive theme apparent in Latin American culture. 
Women struggle to find a place within this society, as caretakers of the dominant gender and at the same time
